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Rationale  

This policy identifies how we, at Barndale, approach our 
curriculum to provide a quality education and provision to the 
pupils who attend the school. All pupils attending will have an 
EHCP, so the policy will explain how the long- and short-term 
targets dovetail into our curriculum to ensure our pupils work 
towards positive future outcomes and independence into 
adulthood.  

About us  

Barndale is a specialist provision for pupils aged 4-19yrs old. Our 
students have needs across the whole range of the SEND 
areas.  We have different curriculum pathways to suit individual 
pupil needs. Students are in a class-based environment where 
they feel safe, specialist resources are available to them and 
progression can be more carefully monitored. The school is 
based across three sites, Howling Lane and Windsor Gardens in 
Alnwick and South Avenue in Amble. Pupils get the opportunity 
to interact with the whole school community on numerous 
occasions throughout the year. 

Our commitment to providing an engaging and bespoke 
curriculum is designed to bring out the best in pupils and to 
prepare them for success in life. 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Staff consider children's starting points in their curriculum design and 

approach to teaching so that gaps in children's knowledge is identified and 

tackled. Leaders and staff make sure that education and care practices are 

suitable for the age and stage of a child's development. The outcomes for 

adults with any form of disability are significantly less than those who don't. 

This injustice has formed our rationale of our curriculum offer and the 

importance of trying to make a difference for those young people who attend 

Barndale. 

                                    

                                  The Working Memory Challenge  

The focus of our school curriculum is to ensure that all pupils have a balanced, 

rounded and appropriate education, which meets their individual needs, 

ensuring it remains flexible to meet their ongoing mental health challenges. 

When young people are under the influence of stress, trauma, or high levels of 

anxiety, the memory will often be working at a lower level than normal 

memory functioning. 

One part of the body affected by stress and anxiety in the nervous system, 

which plays a primary role in basic functions like memory and learning. As a 

result, persistent anxiety and memory loss can be overly affected. Working 

memory is critical for solving problems effectively and for managing chunks of 

information in the 'now'.  

When the working memory is not working properly it will often present as the 

inability to complete tasks properly, difficulty concentrating, to multi-task, and 

often, errors made, causing frustration. 

Some of our pupils present with these difficulties, so our challenge is to enable 

them to develop and move into new subjects and chunks of learning whilst 

acknowledging that they may not to be able to recall their previous learning on 

a regular basis, so the need to revisit often is essential. 

All students have access to staff trained as OT, SEMH and SALT Therapy  

Champions within their classes whose work is guided by external professionals 

who visit the school weekly. 



            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To ensure the individual needs of Barndale pupils are 
met, we will: 

• provide for individual needs; responding to age, 
ability and any additional educational needs; 

• provide access, at an appropriate level, to a relevant 
curriculum; 

• promote the value of learning and personal growth 
development; 

• meet the needs of young people, promoting care 
and respect in all aspects of school and home life. 

• prepare pupils for their adult and working life, 
fostering the skills and knowledge required for life 
beyond Barndale, but, most importantly, focusing on 
their personal development and independence. 

 
 

                      
The curriculum pathways we have developed are founded on nationally 
recognised frameworks that are adapted to meet the needs of our 
students. Our Accomplish Beginnings Pathway uses the EYFS ELG areas 
to establish the fundamental areas of learning, our Accomplish 
Pathway follows a 4 year rotating sensory curriculum, our Accomplish 
P4A Pathway prepares some of our older students to complete Asdan 
Lifeskills Challenges to gain accreditations. Our Activate Pathway 
follows the National Curriculum framework, however it is difficult for 
us to complete the breadth and depth required. We do our very best to 
ensure all of our pupils have sufficient knowledge and skills that is 
embedded, connected and transferrable. Our Consolidate Pathway is 
for our older students who are considering college, apprenticeships or 
the workplace environment. Students will work towards gaining NCFE 
accreditations. 

 

 

 



        

How the curriculum is delivered/structured  

We have taken the subject specific overviews and delved into these 

deeper to demonstrate the coverage of knowledge, skills and 

progression across the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Overviews  

For each of our students we have looked at coverage, 

progression and how this relates to preparing for adulthood to 

ensure the content for learning is appropriate and purposeful. 

We have created documents to guide staff on specifics for 

teaching and which schemes of work to be followed. 

 

   

 



      

 

Curriculum Evidence, Assessment and Marking 

 

 

For pupils to make the best progress they need instant, quality feedback 

on their learning so they are able to make changes and have work 

sufficiently differentiated or made more challenging. At Barndale we use 

a simple highlighter system so as not to make language/reading a barrier 

to progress being made. 

Dan was excited at riding his red BMX. Green means achieved objective 

independently 

dan was eggsited at riding his BMX. Pink we (teacher + pupil) need to 

think/reflect and make changes 

Dan was excited at riding his BMX. Orange means pupils have had help, 

scaffolded support from an adult 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

Communicating our Curriculum to parents/carers  

Each half term we produce a topic overview which is posted on our 

website and is also shared with parents. 

 

What learning looks like at Barndale 

•Children happy and engaged in their learning 

 •All adults engaged with pupils throughout their learning, sensory 

support and regulation activities 

 •Children to be encouraged to be independent in their work 

 •Staff feeding back progress and offering support/challenge  

•Purposeful learning environments across all sites 

 •A key focus on communication 

 •A steady and consistent pace to learning with adults giving children 

time to communicate, respond and engage 

Teachers draw on their knowledge of pupils' needs and starting 

points and have evidence informed understanding of effective 

teaching and how pupils learn. Leaders and staff are particularly 

aware of pupils who have not yet secured the necessary foundations 

in communication and language, reading and spelling, handwriting 

and maths. They take appropriate action to secure this foundational 

knowledge. Leaders and staff are clear about the importance of high-

quality teaching, supplemented with targeted sensory support. All 

reasonable adjustments or adaptations to the curriculum or teaching 

for particular pupils are considered and implemented carefully. 

All EHCPs are considered when designing and delivering the 

curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 



    

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring the curriculum  

At Barndale we believe that monitoring learning is equally as 

important as planning and delivery. We have an annual curriculum 

action plan which details how Senior Leaders, and Governors can 

ascertain the effectiveness of the curriculum. Leaders ensure that 

the curriculum is suitable and well planned for each subject and year 

group. The curriculum identifies clear end points and is appropriately 

sequenced to build on what has already been taught and learned. 

Leaders and staff use assessment well to check understanding and 

make changes to teaching and/or the curriculum if necessary. 

Key Monitoring areas and evidence 

 It is incredibly difficult for us to measure progress as a set value, as 

such we have a range of ways to know if our pupils are making 

progress. We look at age, cognitive development, academic progress 

and holistic development. We use professional judgement of our 

staff, and the evidence they have, to measure progress, set realistic 

targets and relate these to the EHCP for each child. 

Tools we use:  

•Whole school curriculum overviews 

 •Curriculum coverage documents 

 •Checking that pupils are on the correct Pathway 

 •Topic Overviews 

 •Learning Walks by SLT/Governors 

 •Curriculum topic/library boxes 

•Learning Journals - evidence of learning tracked through enquiry 

based questions (Accomplish Beginnings, Accomplish and Activate 

Pathways).  

•Tapestry - photographic evidence 

 •Books, marking & Feedback 

 •Half Termly Pupil Progress document  

•Half Termly EHCP progress reports 

 •NCFE/ASDAN accreditations 

 •Careers progression and opportunities logged on Compass+ 

 •Pupil Questionnaires 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

Assessment at Barndale 

Here at Barndale we do not use mainstream style trackers/systems 

to assess our children. We have developed Learning Journals for our 

Activate and Accomplish Pathways where we track individual 

academic and EHCP targets progress. Each journal has a road map 

which shows progression for knowledge and skills using an enquiry-

based question that can be answered in any way the pupil chooses to 

demonstrate their understanding. Tasks are set to maximise pupil 

engagement and enable them to show what they have learned from 

learning throughout the term. 

      

                Activate                                     Accomplish 

Our Pathways for our older students on the Consolidate Pathway 

involves formal exams through NCFE Functional Skills at Entry Levels 

1, 2, 3, Levels 1 and 2 for English and maths, Digital Skills and 

Employability, or if on the Accomplish P4A Pathway, ASDAN Lifeskills 

Challenges for all areas of the curriculum. 

 

 

Regular meetings are held across school sites to ensure alignment is 

in place and to moderate colleagues’ journals. 

Our SLT monitor Learning Journals, internally moderate exams taken 

that have been sat and are externally moderated regularly.  

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

                                                                          

            



 

 

       

             

Continuous Development and Curriculum Review  

As a school we feel our curriculum should never be static. The 

needs, ambitions and interests of our pupils change frequently 

and as such our curriculum should be adaptive, responsive and 

appropriate for all of our pupils to make progress. The 

curriculum is continually reviewed and adapted to ensure it is 

fit for purpose.  

Reporting and Validation 

As a school we would want our judgements and achievements 

to be validated by external partners to ensure receive sufficient 

challenge, praise and recognition. Our active partners will 

include: 

•Parents/Carers 

 •OFSTED 

 •SIP (School Improvement Partner)  

•Governors 

 

 

 



  



 


